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A historian’s perspective: Composing a prosopographical corpus

Yorgos Tzedopoulos, Academy of Athens
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|l would | i kevdbedbi st arbonsi bh prosopography t

i mportance for histori dgrupthed alf r o s aa rccohr
presentati on orfetphroodsod poogg reasp htihcaall was publ i s
fiProsopography S a collective Dbiography,
popul ation group that has something in comr
origins, etcguestSitanmrnainrge fbioomgraaphical dat a
defined group of people. On the basis of t
questions

Theecomsd the <c¢cl assical definition by Lawre

anal ytuiec alf walosopography:

AProsopography is the investigation of the
group of actors in history by means of a
empl oyed is to establish a usevemwnse uinof be:
guestions about birth and deat h, marri age
economic position, pl ace of residence, ed
wealt h, occupation, religion, e Xppeesr i ®fnce @
information about the individuals 1in the wu
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and are examined for significant variabl es.
and for correlations with other forms of b
Prosopography is a precious analwrniigcgwmd t oo
insights in the past. 't can help us recon

realfirtoimest he point of view of nmnnediwveldatil ohs

This is true not only for prosopographies
writers, of ficials, professional s, artist
prosopograpies that include aldes nabwutdual

parti culaarpapripaaceud G r

For those who are familiar with historical
modern period, 'fumati | "teref ulByn, tihte WwdHul d not
surprise toneay dispobsweotioa significant Cc
researfdhh s is not the case ,wiitnh tRhoemafnr aanmedw oE
which extensive prosopbgoaphihes 19d30es beaemr
arnco | essséemamnmalf owor ks

- A. HIJMnksRarti ndaMe.y (@ dlshRe Prosopography
the Later Roh2w-3d8E8pmbei d,yYe.R 39%27
Cambr i d,yeslBA 98k 2&B, Cambr i dge 1992

- EriTerha(pedP.r)losopographi sches Lelx2 kyoml sder |
Vi emMinusstrian Acadegdmy®d®O®® Sci ences,

- Ral-pdhohannest &aiHAriogeseadpsogr aphi e der mittel b
Erste ADbti8bJF WwiogBe(rbNlelw Yor k: W. de Gruyt
2006h!| i ne edition available at http:// pol

- JoMarti nd@d gPsrots oplogr aphy of t He&,7/Byzant. i
enl i ne editihompayadwwabpbbeakc!|l . ac. uk

Admittedl vy, a prosopographical project on
when most of the area was wunder Ottoman ru
t meormesnti oned above. The mai nwrridasmn iins dti i
|l anguages (Ottoman Tur ki sh, Gr eek, Church
Ladino) and scripts (Arahind, G@roaegko,v ey r irlelp
di fferent I|iterary and textual genres.
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Buetlus sap ohahi atgroans with the necessar
l inguistic and textual diversity, as well

J our neywhtod I fyi 4dlfhep avrotildy of prosopographical
moder n Btadrkyan hi s

Before they even start, they will have to
they wil |l use to describe the Arersptnison hiey
to origmmnaseontrolled vocabul ary the vari ou:

the sources (professionmmi |lpofdariyc®n tint lae,gue |
el aboration of a controlled vocabul ary <can
anal yse their material, but also provide n

pl apgregseinnt iangstructured way the range of ec

ecclesiastiaal j.viaMide sotviee t he constructi
voacbul ary can allow for fruitful compari sc
hi storical contexts in time and space.

A characteristic example is the one of pro
seveoatrolled vocabul griaee of priodeéezbsihehp

with past societies and economic activitie
resear chertso wioall ldowpaacebwnt s ®em t hat i s, to st
Howeveryr dehse woul d gi ve usi saotunalvweaysse eodas yt
deci pheary anvden be i nc ecnosnitsrtaedniAd ttomm yearleln, steH d
i hhe sources are not analytical categories
words wodcitanle ant ht bpbo!l o g¢i, ¢ bceH hagsds isfoitmaettiyon s
descirti veell h ® f ¢ae ingsa p , t hertehfeo rceo n cbeepttweaeln wo r |
sociantdhees concepts oafnahiips taord oigmnrtagerhp roestl att ai koe

an nexlae .

TABLE IV.: Br

Crafts and trades in Ottoman Serres, 1478

F i H. Lowry, The Shaping of the Ottoman Balkans 1350-1550: The Conquest, Settlement
Jngonc (Rope Makers) . | i and Infrastructural Development of Northern Greece, Istanbul 2008, p. 192.
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The hitkeaotrhi alnowry has made a catalogue of t
t he Ottoman survey register of 1478 for th
norther%rh@r eeegdé.st er recorded all adult mal
or wi dioswsstrlitki ng that itnertnhse fshoauyrycaehsl otrhser
Ar abi c woer(df)ir oaom dt dee jRe@ rlsti ains uncl ear whet he
di fferenkbay patdeweneint er ms of professional spe
t hemst edenotedbekopyedwho different guil ds.
i nterchangeably the Arabic atnlde trhes &mr cshams
the prosopographyppesgece wbel dr hgvealt ot er
appemarthe sources) in their database. But f
to build -aewi degr stahgartintwaoi ull odh @ yhscdttied ¢ Th o & h
woul d telmea bl ed ewa rhaalhveer sa qui ck overview of th
who dealt with clothmaking.
Il n another table from thendamer afotus canadomt ¢
l'i kely to have shopdeze@sttwmwme fadaowde rtewdo ntaerk
manudraens amd ssdlllkertsh&bizbaeng Ar ab,iamdwor d
met ak,si G0 kie(kt tweoirpdeckemiot es sbhesimBker hread
“High-end” crafts and professions in Serres, 1478

TABLE VII.: Breakdown of 'High-End' Crafts & Professions Likely to have had Shops in the Market Hall
(Bezzazistan) as Preserved in Tapu-Tahrir Defter #7 (1478)

Profession or Craft Titles: # Christians | # Muslims | Muslims & Christians
Attar (Perfumer) - 2 Musliman
Hacegi (Wealthy Merchants) 1 - Gebran
Hevaci (Wealthy Merchants) - 6 Misliiman
Kazzaz (Silk Manufacturers or Merchants) - 4 Masliman
Ipekgi (Silk Maker or Seller) - 1 Msliman
Kiirkgiiyan (Furriers) 8 - Gebran
Metaksipoli (Silk Manufacturers or Merchants) 15 B Gebran
Sarrafdn (Moneychangers) 7 - Gebran
Sayyag (Gold or Silver Smith) - 1 Masliman
Zergerdn (Goldsmiths) 3 - Gebran
TOTALS: 44 14

Lowry, H., The Shaping of the Ottoman Balkans 1350-1550: The Conquest, Settlement and Infrastructural Development of Northern Greece, Istanbul
2008, p. 194.

Obviously the difference in tkhezobeztmse refl

source afewhmsd aknsi o Cler iAsgtaiiaan, t he researc
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have to preserve the origi malbstuendnist,hebnut i
underwi der term to have an overview of sil
relngimfeais would be advisable for another r
t he met ank wiapolliargely abandoned; sil k merc
Christian, Gregorian Ar mekRaa.m aMmrwiJdeewi sther mve
sih&nuf actmerealsamtndd woal Bocompangasein ti me
Here 1 s a tabl ef iwiatthi oam if mpplreof ®lsas ins 1 n
(Ot t danadal an Centr al Grebece from 1455 to 15

Leather-processing and textile-making in Trikala, 1455-1570

Profession 1455 | 1506 | 1521 | 1570
Leather tanners 45 69 47 80
Textile makers 34 39 30 21
Leather procession (percentage of the total) 38 46.9 | 38.8 |59.7
Textile making (percentage of the total) 28.8 | 26.5 (248 | 15.7

Based on a table by Phokion Kotzageorgis, The Early Ottoman City, Thessaloniki: Vivliorama, 2019 (in Greek), p. 172.

The anal ysis hasads hdoevan itnhggptwoprécféaesastihcemn d t e
accounted for more thanamn@®Wtdhfatt et pwmod@u cd
gooldscame gradualilny tphreedbimcyhantef |l ecti ng C
consumption @nhaodcklthreepediseg mdar by mountain r
Pi ndidhs s kiomgd agafantail wes i s with its evident i
hi story, would have been i mpossi hlee mgi t hou
Subsutnhiengvari ous prof esngdieons hased o woupatdieo n
| ssuesngieh wiaweswi dent i n an excerpt-form a
1%t entury (also frdometbrcéeown obnSermesPHab
abbot of the Monastery of St John the Pre
according to the text, fAwhenMever he saw a

SPhoki on Kolthzea geeaorrl gyitspt t ®lma s sV&Llivd & ifitamasr eek ), p. 172
"Paol o OdoCroincseei(lesd .e)t, m®moires de Synadinos,, pr°tre
ParAssssoci ati onl9Pi6er rpe. BYll.on,
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* La méme année se fit musulman le papas Gabriel, le prohigouméne du
monastére de Saint-Jean-Prodrome, de sa volonté et par choix. Et c’était
un homme de 45 ans, lourd; gros, fort, lettré, qui aimait lire, et avait une
belle écriture, une belle voix, un chantre parfait; mais il était trés ivrogne,
et un peu débile. et débauché, car s'il voyait une femme, il perdait la téte.

The monk Gabriel, former abbot of
the Monastery of St John the
Precursor, converts to Islam in 1623

Paclo Odorico (ed.), Conseils et mémoires de Synadinas, prétre de Serrés en
Macédoine (XVile siécle), Paris: Association Plerre Belon, 1996, p. 91

The Monastery of St John the Precursor near Serres
https://bit.ly/3E1KQS2
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The advanced search interface from the online version of the Prosopographie der mittelbyzantinischen Zeit
(https://rb.gy/1vesi). The list of titles, offices and occupations includes only the terms used in the sources and their
German translations.

erweiterte Suche
A Mn agpahric | pom.bbaw.de/pm.
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Name: [index]
Q [index]
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Quellen: [index]
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Any such, eanmdkkiatvioowpudd medesoestructi on of
vocabul aries with some degree of hierarchi
occupatsohfidddg, ei nt emmemnrs amgaels raelda tcdii@mosr, c
groups, religious categories etc.

An opoiemhésearch team would be to organi
thesaurhataisont maealol éid and structured voca
repr esetnetrends ,byorgani zed so that rel ationsh
expbijcto wunsiet itohne idne ftihe cur DARt Ablf Backhbnee
Thesaurus (BBT)

Thesaurus

A Thesaurus is a controlled and structured vocabulary in which concepts are represented by
terms, organized so that relationships between concepts are made explicit, and preferred
terms are accompanied by lead-in entries for synonyms or quasi-synonyms (see 1SO 25964-1
sections 2.62 thesaurus and 2.35 multilingual thesaurus).

DARIAH Backbone Thesaurus (BBT): Definition of @ model for sustainable interoperable thesauri maintenance, p. 6.

hittps://www.backbonethesaurus.eu/sites/default/files/DARIAH_BBT3%20v94201.2.8_0 pdf

And this is exadBBTl dare Ipeinft hwhlepg.e

ThBBTan overarching thesélotcusetsoont hdehtméa
t olpexe®lncepts (facetscamecomeerarclomemean blaag
t hesaur uasc chaurid e ghdgteanands f or obj eclTthievi ty ar
definition of the esgsechancadptpsr,o pwelritci he sa roef
regardl ess of the scient iaf iciosntfed mtisd i.if n cvah ii ©f
One of t he major advantages of fbas Kkind
sustai nablaeblaen de xnpaannasgieon of the thesaur.i i n
which it continues to be effective and eff|
their terminology. Furt her-adnios @i, pliitn aernya brl ess
di scovery,tiamd odetcommaennapusienscicpdnepat i bi | ity
thesauri that are restricted to particular
ThBBT mrenteasauhebkpctihe researchers b the p
buil dowrmleésaurus on ,3 ahakdee h sdiibfldfae ri eomtsi at i o
bet weeemc ¢ pt s bt svefefnisoes mllesantdi bt edmati ons
refine subcategories and to build hierarctl
bet ween individualhsatanad | @gans é ahrteahr t thaehaeBB T pr
feedback with questi;ontsthaitshlae a édard jeuest tan eonmgsr, t

refi namdnatameloiforbaoBBh@amsh et he | oc al thesaur.i



TheBT of fmern 1 otdlod ogi c al princi @aeenss uarned tphree c
intersubjective and interdisciplinary <chal
consistent i meltenaimd o@Efoancnet ed cl assi ficati
of f ers nnoetc eosnslayr yt hset eps for buil ding the ge
in théesaumidasoti cal advice on how to avoi
inconsistencies by subsuming ter ms.

Let us see some examples that wolul d hébe of
prosopography and that would help them in
of conceptisn ared ateetmns afo uried ok mwmgercse | Shen

wrote about in his definition of prosopogr .

activities > disciplines

PREFERRED TERM 000010 disciplines @
BROADER CONCEPT 000001 activities
NOTE Narrower term examples: "construction of material objects and installations",

"conception and comprehension of phenomena”, "provision of knowledge
and expertise", "production of works and/or phenomena of aesthetic value"

SCOPE NOTE This term classifies professional or potentially professional areas of
employment, that are socially and/ or legally recognized on the basis of the
criteria of self-coherence, the efficacy of the practices they employ, the
adoption of common methods and the ability to transfer knowledge and
expertise in the relevant professional sector. Each sector includes types of
activities that point to a certain unity of action characteristic of some sort of
professional or potentially potential specialization. The specialization may

dariah.eu/hbf o dariah.

Di sci prlhiisest:erm cl assifies professional or
empl oyment , t h eotri nasrtel tucecioglall y gdnd/n t he ba
critericahefenetf the efficacy of the pract

common metkhRhoaddi bhtddytho transfer knowl edge

professional sector
PREFERRED TERM 000008 roles @
NARROWER CONCEPTS 000025 offices

000026 roles of interpersonal relations

SCOPE NOTE This term classifies attitudes and/or social behaviors that are expected of a
person and which result from or are acquired through the relation of that
person with other individuals or social groups.

BELONGS TO GROUP Roles

CREATOR BBT maintenance WG

NOTATION 000008

IN OTHER LANGUAGES réles French
Rollen German

https://vocabs.dariah.eu/bbt/en/page/?uri=https%3A%2F%2Fvocabs.dariah.eu%2Fbbt¥%2FConcept%2F000008
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and which result from or are acquir
i ndividuals or social groups.
roles > offices
PREFERRED TERM 000025 offices @
BROADER CONCEPT 000008 roles
SCOPE NOTE This term classifies official roles attributed to individuals, which grant them
rights and/or dictate obligations in relation to exerting these rights and/or to
performing of administrative and management duties of institutional bodies.
These properties are institutionally and socially recognized and acquire
meaning only in the context of an organized community.
BELONGS TO GROUP Roles
CREATOR BBT maintenance WG
NOTATION 000025
https://vocabs.dariah.eu/bbt/en/page/?uri=https%3A%2F%2Fvocabs.dariah.eu’%2Fbbt%2FConcept?%2F000025
iss: term classifies official roles att
and/ or dictate obligations in relati
strative asdomanagément i doali bodi es.
utionally and socially recognized an
zed community.

roles > roles of interpersonal relations

PREFERRED TERM

000026 roles of interpersonal relations (O

BROADER CONCEPT

SCOPE NOTE

BELONGS TO GROUP
CREATOR
NOTATION

000008 roles

This term classifies attitudes and/ or behaviors that characterize the
interpersonal relations of people who are linked through kinship, marriage o

r

adoption. It also comprises the types of attitudes and/ or behaviors of people

linked through religious, spiritual, friendly, rivalrous and/ or antagonistic
relations.

Roles
BBT maintenance WG

000026

https://vocabs.dariah.eu/bbt/en/page/?uri=https%3A%2F%2Fvocabs.dariah.eu%2Fbbt%2FConcept%2F000026
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activities > human interactions

PREFERRED TERM 000011 human interactions (@
BROADER CONCEPT 000001 activities
NOTE Narrower term examples: "social events, confrontations or conflicts”,

"political”, "social and economic occurrences”, "group management”

SCOPE NOTE This term classifies intentional activities carried out by at least one actor
causing or changing phenomena or states of affairs on the social, political,
financial, cultural and intellectual level

BELONGS TO GROUP Activities

CREATOR BBT maintenance WG

NOTATION 000011

IN OTHER LANGUAGES interactions humaines French
Menschliche Interaktionen German
yeyovota, ouppavia Greek

https://vocabs.dariah.eu/bbt/en/page/?uri=https3A%2F%2Fvocabs.dariah.eu%2Fbbt32FConcept?2FO00011
Human i ntTehriascttieornns :cl assi fies intentional a
actor causing or changing phenomena or st

financi al, cul tur al and intellectual | evel

Groups and Thitseegot i wvli dg ®isf.i es relations o]
(economicpolrie¢igaloushat arise from the joi
peopl e. Theaesleasreed adn onbBe adoption of comm
objectdi/wes aandi exdadbiiame defgrgani zati on

The narrower ter m enx agthpel cegsi,v ea san hiedye aa pofe alro
of t he prosopogrogpsay her oj e@wtnv octaublrudh\a & ry

accordatbheir own reseamnmcHtageespeonsi c hi s
context and the solhees Vvbegbwhati ¢e® dcaclkd
metadata in the database of the prosopogra

t he uadeirgsi toafl pl atfor m.



